[Hospital outcome of patients with right ventricular infarction and the importance of right coronary artery patency].
To evaluate the importance of the right coronary artery (RCA) patency in patients with right ventricular infarction. Fifty-two patients with inferior wall myocardial infarction and right ventricular involvement were studied and divided in two groups: group A (GA) included 35 patients in whom the RCA was patent at coronary angiography, and group B (GB), 17 who had an occluded RCA. They were prospectively evaluated for electrical and hemodynamic complications, as well as in-hospital mortality. The mortality in GA was 11% and 29% in GB, p = 0.13; electrical complications were 11% in GA and 35% in GB, p = 0.06; hemodynamic complications were 8% in GA and 41% in GB, p = 0.009. These findings suggest a trend towards reduction in mortality and electrical complications, and significant reduction of hemodynamic complications in patients with inferior wall myocardial infarction with involvement of the right ventricle who have the RCA patent. Thus, RCA patency appears to be important in determining in-hospital outcomes of these patients.